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FOREVER START S

T O DAY

There is a Native American proverb that says, 
“We don’t inherit the earth from our ances-
tors, we borrow it from our children.”   

During these unprecedented times, I have 
seen so many people finding solace in the 
beauty of this island, hiking, biking, and en-
joying nature. Nature is never closed, and it’s 
not cancelled! I have become very concerned 
about the unchecked development that is de-
stroying wildlife habitats and vistas on the 
island. Developments are being done with 
no provision for wildlife corridors or wildlife 

habitat and in areas that were originally wetlands. Additional concrete will ad-
versely affect flooding when the next storm hits because impermeable surfaces 
don’t let nature do its work.

I have come to the conclusion that the only way to slow development is to buy 
land at market rates and put it into a permanent conservation land trust. This past 
year I agreed to chair a committee and launch a campaign called, ‘Amelia Forever’, 
for the North Florida Land Trust (NFLT). Our sole mission is to raise funds to 
purchase property on Amelia Island to conserve it permanently. We have already 
purchased three parcels on the island and identified others. We need your help 
desperately! If you feel that development needs to slow down on Amelia, please 
help by donating to our tax-deductible Amelia Forever Campaign. The North 
Florida Land Trust is a fully accredited land trust with an excellent reputation and 
unparalleled expertise in land conservation. If you have enjoyed Big Talbot Island, 
that is just one example of a beautiful area that NFLT helped conserve. Please 
donate and share our campaign with your friends, neighbors, and associates. Your 
donations will allow us to preserve beautiful Amelia Island for ourselves and those 
who come after us.     

Pam Hart
Chair, Amelia Forever Campaign 
912-281-6205
www.nflt.org/ameliaforever

A LET TER FROM THE

CHAIR

T O DAY
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Amelia Island is a stunning seaside community that 
invokes pride in residents and visitors alike for its unique 
combination of natural and historic features. Boasting 
an incredible tree canopy, proximity to the great Atlantic 
Ocean and the calming marshes along the Intracoastal 
Waterway, a thriving historic center and deep cultural 
heritage, Amelia Island is a slice of paradise. Yet with all 
the wonders Amelia Island provides, 
these natural and historic landscapes 
are disappearing. As development 
continues to expand throughout the 
Island, we must act now to ensure 
that these special places will be 
preserved and enjoyed forever.

With miles of pristine beaches, Egan’s Creek Greenway, 
and stretches of gorgeous maritime forest canopy, Amelia 
Island is a true destination for the outdoor enthusiast. 
Whether enjoying the scenic views, bird watching, 
kayaking, walking, biking, boating, fishing, or simply 
appreciating the surrounding nature, a high quality of life 
is offered to all.

Amelia Island has a long and unique history. Eight 
flags have flown over the Island, and prior to European 
settlement in 1562, it was occupied by the Timucua people 
since 1000. The Island holds American Beach, a historic 
community popular with African-American vacationers 
before the Civil Rights Act and founded by Florida’s first 
black millionaire, Abraham Lincoln Lewis. Amelia Island 

also has a significant history 
in commercial fishing and 
industry, including a series 
of pogy processing plants. In 
1955, Fernandina produced 
20% of all of Florida’s seafood, 
and much of that was from 

the pogy plants. The fish were used for the manufacture of 
oils, linoleum, paint and varnish, cosmetics, fertilizer, and 
animal feed. 

Many of these historic sites are now abandoned or in 
transition. The time is now to decide the future of these 
historic remnants.

Humans are not the only beneficiaries of Amelia Island’s natural environment. Sea turtles, piping plovers, least terns, and 
oystercatchers depend on its healthy beaches. Wading birds, like little blue herons, and the elusive diamondback terrapin, live 
and feed in the prolific marshes. In the uplands, gopher tortoises can be found digging their burrows. These are only a few 
examples of the many wildlife species that inhabit the island, and a big reason why Amelia Island is so worthy of protection.

LAND WORTH

SAVING

As land becomes increasingly 
scarce, it will only continue 
to rise in value. The time to 
preserve land is now. 

Diamondback Terrapin Black Skimmer Gopher Tortoise Baby Piping Plover

“ Coastal ecosystems are under threat. Despite their importance, these 
critical ecosystems are in danger of disappearing during the next 
century because of threats such as coastal development, poor land use 
practices, and rising ocean temperatures.”
– The Pew Charitable Trusts

Amelia Island’s natural legacy is rich and diverse but will be 
lost forever if we do not act now. According to population 
growth trends, in 2070 an astonishing percentage of the 
island’s canopy will be lost to development.

In Nassau County, only 7% of the county’s land has been 
preserved for conservation. The average Florida county 
is 29%. This puts Nassau County in the bottom 12 of 67 
counties in the state. We must do more, and fast. As land 
becomes increasingly scarce, it will only continue to rise 
in value. The time to act is now.

Caption here for the photo about this piece of 
property. Keep it simple. Photo: Allison Cologne
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As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated 
to preserving the natural resources, 
historic places, and working lands of  
North Florida, the North Florida Land 
Trust is uniquely positioned to lead a 
community conservation effort.

As a land trust, NFLT conserves land in perpetuity, meaning 
we protect it forever. This typically occurs in one of four ways:

1.  We purchase it in fee, hold and manage it for 
conservation purposes.

2.  We work with landowners to protect their land 
from future development in a way that still allows 
them to own, use, and enjoy their property.

3.  We accept land donations from private 
landowners, businesses, and government entities.

4.  We facilitate the purchase of conservation 
lands for our partners by providing property 
identification and funding strategy as well as real 
estate transaction services.

When working with entities like the City of Fernandina 
Beach to protect land that will not be owned and managed 
by NFLT, we require a “clawback provision” in the property 
deed. This provision ensures the property’s protection by 
reverting ownership to NFLT if the intended benefit for 
conservation were ever to be violated.

AB OUT THE

PARTNER

The genesis of North Florida Land Trust’s involvement 
on Amelia Island was sparked through a collaboration 
with Amelia Tree Conservancy (ATC), whose mission 
to preserve the maritime forest canopy on Amelia Island 
aligns with the preservation mission of NFLT. North 
Florida Land Trust served as the fiscal sponsor for ATC 
until the group incorporated as a 501c3 nonprofit in 
2018. During that time, NFLT staff formed relationships 
with City of Fernandina Beach staff and leaders, as well as 
members of the community. Eventually, and through the 
continued advocacy of ATC, NFLT, and Amelia Island 
citizens, the 2019 Commission put value on conservation 
issues and trust in NFLT to complete a citizen-informed 
conservation strategy for the City of Fernandina Beach. 
The land trust’s positive relationship with the City 
expanded to include other partnerships in the area. In 
2020, Nassau County hired NFLT to complete a similar 
conservation plan for the County and help them form 
their conservation vision going forward. 

Stronger together, these partnerships have burgeoned 
the community-wide momentum to protect the island’s 
precious resources. As a result, NFLT again partnered 
with key community members to form the Amelia Forever 
Campaign Committee, who champion the fundraising and 
marketing effort to preserve lands in need of protection on 
Amelia Island. 

WHERE WE

STARTED
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The

GOAL
The goal of Amelia Forever is to fulfill the 
strategic conservation plans that North Florida 
Land Trust designed for Amelia Island. This 
means protecting lands of high ecological and 
community value that have been identified 
in the plans as having a high priority for 
conservation. The plans serve as a strategic 
map for our conservation efforts and inform 
the fundraising strategy of the Amelia Forever 
Campaign Committee.

The Amelia Forever Campaign seeks to raise 
private donations dedicated to the acquisition 
and protection of greenspaces on Amelia 
Island. By increasing the amount of conservation 
lands on the island, we preserve the natural 
resources and unique beauty of this community. 

STRATEGIC CONSERVATION PLANNING

The North Florida Land Trust identifies and prioritizes properties for conservation by considering attributes such 
as landscape connectivity, wildlife habitat, water quality, and resiliency, among others. The list of properties will 
continue to evolve through public opinion/commentary, funds available, and threat of development. 

CONSULT WITH PARTNERS AND THE COMMITTEE

While the strategic conservation plan serves as a guide map for properties that are important for preservation, it is not the 
only factor to consider when deciding which lands to pursue. Not all properties are created equal, and community interest, 
price, timing, location, politics, funding availability, and development threat or immediate need may fluctuate in the short 
term and play a role in decision-making. With limited resources to pursue all projects at once, North Florida Land Trust relies 
on the advice of the Amelia Forever Campaign Committee, City and County partners for their knowledge and representation 
of the community in guiding fundraising goals for available projects.  

HOW WE 

WORK
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GIVE TODAY
Donations given to North Florida Land Trust for the Amelia 
Forever campaign will be solely designated to acquire and 
manage lands for conservation on Amelia Island. You 
can make a major gift by contacting NFLT or donate to 
the Amelia Forever Campaign online at www.nflt.org/
ameliaforever.

MAKE A PLEDGE
A pledge allows you to commit to a major gift and make 
payments on that gift over time. With a pledge agreement, 
NFLT can execute a project immediately by covering the 
upfront costs with the assurance that it will be reimbursed 
at a later date. 

STOCK GIFTS
Gifts of stock are an easy way to make a lasting 
contribution to Amelia Forever while realizing significant 
tax benefits. By donating appreciated securities held for 
at least one year, you can take a tax deduction for the fair 
market value of your gift to avoid paying capital gains 
taxes. NFLT sells donated stocks tax-free, using 100% of 
your gift to support our land conservation efforts. 

CORPORATE SUPPORT
Many corporations and businesses on Amelia Island share 
a desire to protect the island’s natural resources, and in 
fact, benefit from the tourism that depends on a pristine 
destination. Whether  you  seek  to  enhance  your  company’s 
philanthropic efforts, build brand  awareness, or support 
conservation in your community, you will find Amelia 
Forever to be an excellent choice for your corporate giving.
Many employers have a payroll deduction program and 
some even have matching programs to double the impact 
of your gift.

HOST AN EVENT
Gathering people together around a cause promotes 
awareness and inspires action. You can attend or host an 
event (virtual  or  in-person) on behalf of the Campaign to 
help spread the word and our collective impact. 

HOW YOU CAN

SUPPORT

www.nflt.org/ameliaforever
info@nflt.org 
904-479-1967
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JOIN THE EFFORT! 
Amelia Forever starts today, with you! 
nflt.org/ameliaforever


