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We have an opportunity to 
protect land adjacent to Bogey 
Creek Preserve and the heart of 
“old Florida.”

NFLT joins with Amelia Island 
residents to save the remaining 
natural beauty on this beloved 
barrier island.
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Friends and Supporters,

Although much has changed in how we live and work over these 
past few months, one thing I can say with complete confidence: 
we aren’t slowing down. In fact, this past quarter has brought 
tremendous momentum and growth to our organization.

I am proud to announce that we have secured nearly $10 million 
in future funding to help us meet our ambitious conservation goals 
in the Ocala to Osceola Wildlife Corridor. Along with our dedicated 
O2O Partners, we are inspired and motivated to make significant 
strides in extending the Florida Wildlife Corridor.

We are teaming up with Clay County to create a public access 
park at our new Rideout Point Preserve. This property protects 
more than three miles of shoreline along Black Creek and provides 
wonderful recreational opportunities for the community.

The Amelia Forever Campaign that launched late last year 
continues to gain support and ensure conservation projects come 
to fruition on Amelia Island. We are proud to partner with these 
enthusiastic and motivated citizens to help meet their community 
conservation goals.

Thank you for your continued dedication to our mission. Your 
support is what makes all this success possible and keeps our 
organization’s outlook optimistic. At NFLT, conservation is our 
legacy. Thank you for leaving a legacy with us.

With gratitude,

Jim McCarthy
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In January, North Florida Land 
Trust acquired 578 acres of 
land along Black Creek in Clay 

County. NFLT purchased 26 acres 
of the property, and the remaining 
552 acres were donated by the 
landowners, Sandy and Cathryn 
Sandridge. The St. Johns River Water 
Management District purchased, 
and now holds, a conservation 
easement over the entire property. 
Through this generous donation 
by the Sandridge family, and the 
District’s partnership, 578 acres have 
been permanently protected. 

Located within NFLT’s Black 
Creek Preservation Priority Area, 
this acquisition was previously 
identified by NFLT as a high priority 
for conservation. The property, now 
known as Rideout Point Preserve, 
features steep bluffs, cypress-filled 
wetlands, and scenic views of Black 
Creek. The property extends along 
three miles of Black Creek shoreline, 
and is located across the water from 
Black Creek Ravines, a St. Johns 
River Water Management District 
Conservation Area. 

Now, NFLT is partnering with 
Clay County to open Rideout Point 
Preserve to the public. Once a land 
management plan is approved by 
St. Johns River Water Management 
District, NFLT will be able to 
begin developing timelines and 
budgets with Clay County staff. 
The development of the Preserve 
will likely take several years and 
will be developed in phases. Long-
term plans include creation of 
trails, kayak landings, boardwalks, 
pavilions, and restrooms. 

RIDEOUT POINT PRESERVE 
PRESERVATION FOR PUBLIC
By: Elizabeth Guthrie

Photos from left to right and top to bottom: 1. Preserve frontage on Black Creek 2. Marc Hudson stands with old Longleaf Pine 3. Pitcher plants spotted on preserve. 4. Sandhill pine habitat 5. More 
preserve frontage on Black Creek. All photos by: Elizabeth Guthrie

mailto:info%40northfloridalandtrust.org?subject=
http://www.northfloridalandtrust.org
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Our first public park, Bogey Creek Preserve, 
opened to the community in April of 
2019. A 75-acre gem in the Pumpkin Hill 

neighborhood of north Jacksonville, it is a beautiful 
example of “Old Florida” with its 70 acres of cypress 
swamp, maritime hammock forest, and salt marsh 
overlooking the Timucuan Preserve. Trails on the 
Preserve take you through the various ecosystems and 
the experience is a step back in time, into the wild.

Our opening year brought hundreds of visitors, 
guided tours, special interest events, and group 
nature walks. 

Navigating the Pandemic
In April, the Preserve closed for a short time as we 

navigated the uncertainty of the coronavirus. Along 
with Florida State Parks, we reopened to the public in 
June, providing a safe and socially distanced option 
for recreation.

Now, more than ever, it is critical for our physical 
and mental well-being to have more natural areas for 
exercise and relaxation. As a public preserve, Bogey 
Creek provides year-round opportunities for hiking, 
biking, picnicking, fishing, kayaking, canoeing, 
geocaching, and wildlife observation. 

Expanding the Preserve
We now have the opportunity to acquire an 

additional 12 acres of adjacent forests and streams 
to expand the Bogey Creek Preserve trail system and 

protect this neighboring property from development. 
We only have until October to save this land.

Bogey Creek Preserve fills a gap within a 6,000-
acre matrix of conservation lands including Pumpkin 
Hill Creek Preserve State Park, Cedar Point Preserve 
and Betz Tiger Point Preserve. This expansion 
provides an opportunity to connect Bogey Creek 
Preserve trails to the 4,000-acre Pumpkin Hill Creek 
Preserve State Park, as well as lands owned by City of 
Jacksonville and the National Park Service.

Under Threat
Coastal wetlands are essential to preserving 

habitat for fish and wildlife, filtering surface runoff, 
and providing flood and storm buffering. 

This property supports habitat for threatened 
and endangered species like gopher tortoise, wood 
stork, Atlantic Sturgeon, shortnose sturgeon, and 
West Indian manatee. By protecting it from further 
development, we can keep these vital habitats intact.

Help us save “Old Florida”
To meet our goal of $150,000 by October 30, 

2020, we need your help! If you are interested in 
supporting the expansion of beautiful Bogey Creek 
Preserve and protecting a piece of “Old Florida,” 
make a gift today. 

EXPANDING
BOGEY CREEK PRESERVE
By: Megan Mangiaracino

Above photos by: Douglas J. Eng

Photo by: Genevieve Fletcher

To make your gift, visit www.nflt.org/donate and 
select “Bogey Creek Expansion” or send a check 
to 843 W. Monroe St. Jacksonville, FL 32202 and 
indicate “Bogey Creek” on your check.



NORTH FLORIDA LAND TRUST | LANDSCAPES | FALL 2020 |  7 

European settlement in 1562, it was occupied by 
the Timucua people since 1000. The island holds 
American Beach, a historic community popular with 
African American vacationers before the Civil Rights 
Act and founded by Florida’s first black millionaire, 
Abraham Lincoln Lewis. 

Many of these historic sites are now under threat 
of development. The time is now to decide the future 
of these historic remnants.

Last year, NFLT partnered with key community 
members to champion Amelia Forever, a campaign to 
raise private donations dedicated to the acquisition 
and protection of greenspaces on Amelia Island. The 
initiative is spearheaded by a committee of citizens 
intent on preserving the remaining special places on 
the island. 

The genesis of North Florida Land Trust’s 
involvement on Amelia Island began in 2019 when 
the City of Fernandina Beach Commission put value 
on conservation issues and trust in NFLT to complete 
a citizen-informed conservation strategy for the 
City. The land trust’s work with the City gained the 
attention of Nassau County, who hired NFLT this 
year to complete a similar conservation plan for the 
County and help them form their conservation vision 
going forward. 

Stronger together, these partnerships have 
burgeoned the community-wide momentum to 
protect the island’s precious resources. As a result of 
this collective push for preservation, Amelia Forever 
was formed.

With the leadership of the committee, expertise 
of NFLT, and support of the City of Fernandina 
Beach and the greater community, the Campaign has 
protected 10.8 acres on Amelia Island since it began 
last year. 

The goal of Amelia Forever is to fulfill NFLT’s 
conservation mission on Amelia Island. This means 
protecting lands of high ecological and community 
importance. By increasing the amount of conservation 
lands on the island, we preserve the natural resources 
and unique beauty of this community. 

Donate to Amelia Forever and 
DOUBLED your impact!
Thanks to the support of  our lead 
donors, your gift to the Amelia 
Forever Campaign will be matched 
1:1 up to a total of  $100,000.

Amelia Island is a stunning seaside 
community that invokes pride in residents 
and visitors alike for its unique combination 

of natural and historic features. 
Boasting an incredible tree 
canopy, proximity to the great 
Atlantic Ocean and the calming 
marshes along the Intracoastal 
Waterway, a thriving historic 
center and deep cultural 
heritage, Amelia Island is a 
slice of paradise. With all the 
wonders that Amelia Island 
provides, it’s no wonder that local residents are raising 
concerns about its protection, long into the future. 

Amelia Island is a true destination for the 
outdoor enthusiast. With 13 miles of pristine 
beaches, the Egan’s Creek Greenway, and stretches 
of gorgeous maritime forest canopy, one can enjoy 

the scenic views, bird watching, kayaking, walking, 
biking, boating, fishing, or simply appreciating the 
surrounding nature.

Humans are not the only 
beneficiaries of Amelia Island’s 
natural environment. Sea turtles, 
piping plovers, least terns, and 
oystercatchers depend on its 
healthy beaches. Wading birds like 
roseate spoonbills and the elusive 
diamondback terrapin live and 
feed in the prolific marshes. In the 
uplands, gopher tortoises can be 

found digging their burrows. These are only a few 
examples of the many wildlife species that inhabit 
the island, and a big reason why Amelia Island is so 
worthy of protection.

Amelia Island has a long and unique history. 
Eight flags have flown over the island, and prior to 

Roseate Spoonbills are one of the many species found on Amelia Island 
and is the only spoonbill species found in North America.

AMELIA FOREVER
LAND WORTH SAVING

Thank you to the following individuals who 
dedicate their time, talent, and resources 
to preserving Amelia Island for residents, 

visitors, and future generations: 

Pam Hart, CHAIR
Jean Drapeau

Jane Everts
Tommy Grimes
Corky Hoffman

 Jennifer Lasserre 
Connie McDaniel 

Ken McDaniel
Sally Perez 

Genie Rostad 
Lilly Scheetz

AMELIA FOREVER 
COMMITTEE

To join the Amelia Forever committee, 
contact North Florida Land Trust 

at info@nflt.org or (904) 479-1967.

AMELIA ISLAND LANDS ARE BEING PRESERVED THANKS TO THE 
INDIVIDUALS WHO DONATE TO SAVE THEM

Photo by: Megan Mangiaracino

By: Genevieve Fletcher

Thank you to the following major gift donors: 
Jean Drapeau and Leon Kumpe, Becky and Tommy Grimes, Pam and Joe Hart, Corky and Andrea Hoffman, 
Susan and Stephen Kaye, Susan Elizabeth Laird Rev. Living Trust, Connie and Ken McDaniel, Sally and Tony 

Perez, Ron and Janet Pfeffer, Genie Rostad

Photo by: Allison Cologne
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FUNDING GROWS 
FOR THE O2O WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

This summer has yielded exciting 
announcements in new funding for the Ocala 
to Osceola (O2O) Wildlife Corridor, NFLT’s 

most ambitious program centered on landscape scale 
conservation. The O2O is a 1.6 million-acre landscape 
of forested and rural lands connecting Ocala and 
Osceola National Forests in North Florida. NFLT and 
our partners work to build a corridor of connected 
lands in the O2O: our goal is to protect an additional 
140,000 acres by 2050. The O2O is part of the larger 
Florida Wildlife Corridor, Florida’s “conservation 
blueprint” for a network of rural and natural lands to 
protect natural resources, wildlife habitat, agriculture 
and open space. Conservation of the O2O landscape 

will benefit a wide range of animals and imperiled 
species, such as the Florida black bear, red-cockaded 
woodpecker, and gopher tortoise as well as protect 
some of the best remaining upland pine forests, 
wetlands, and waterways in North Florida. 

$9.4 Million Awarded for Easements & 
Land Management 
Earlier this year, NFLT was awarded more than $9.4 
Million specifically to accelerate land protection in 
the O2O, and bring us ever closer to our conservation 
goal. This award comes from the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as part of a 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). 

The RCPP supports partner-driven conservation, and 
builds on existing relationships between NFLT, the 
Florida National Guard, Florida Forest Service, Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection, and Putnam 
Land Conservancy.  

Importantly, the RCPP leverages more than $11 
million in contributions from contributing partner 
organizations. Specifically, the 
RCPP dedicates Farm Bill funds 
for conservation easements and 
conservation land management, 
and when coupled with 
dedicated partner funding 
will support acquisition of 
about 8,500 acres of additional 
conservation lands by 2025. 
The collaborative efforts of the 
RCPP organizations enables 
more outreach to landowners to 
help them protect and manage 
their lands.  

This is the second RCPP 
award in support of the O2O 
initiative, and it builds on the 
successes of the first RCPP 
initiated in 2018. In total, 
there will be more than $11 
million dedicated to O2O land 
protection under the RCPP, 
which complements the $33 
million already expended or 
committed by partner programs. Although the RCPP 
is just one piece of NFLT’s O2O conservation initiative, 
it is very important as a dedicated funding source 
and essential component of the O2O Partnership, 
an innovative public-private coalition dedicated to 
conservation of the O2O Wildlife Corridor.  

O2O Operating Support from 
EJK Foundation
NFLT received more good news earlier this year, with 
receipt of a generous gift from the EJK Foundation 

in Houston, Texas. The Foundation supports efforts 
centered on landscape-scale conservation for wildlife 
habitat and ecological resiliency to climate change. 
The $450,000 grant over two years supports NFLT 
as we implement O2O conservation programs, work 
with our partner organizations, increase our outreach 
and education efforts, and steward our land preserves. 

The EJK Foundation grant 
could not have come at a better 
time. As the O2O program 
and partnership strengthens, 
we are poised to move to a 
new level of land protection 
and management. This grant 
allows NFLT to fully engage 
our partners and resources 
as we pursue our ambitious 
conservation goals. This 
operational support from the 
EJK Foundation will ensure 
that NFLT and partners deliver 
the best outcomes as we 
spearhead efforts to protect the 
O2O Wildlife Corridor.  

Challenge Grant 
In addition to this initial 
award, EJK Foundation has 
issued a challenge grant of 
$75,000, which will be awarded 

pending matching gift from other 
donors by August 2021. If successful, this will yield a 
total of $600,000 of support for NLFT’s O2O Wildlife 
Corridor initiative! 

Photo by: Kelly O’Connor

By: Susan Carr, PhD

 If you’re interested in helping us meet this 
challenge, please contact Megan Mangiaracino at 
mmangiaracino@nflt.org or 904-559-4157. 

Photo by: Allison Cologne
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This year I was very fortunate to be able to get down to Florida to catch 
painted buntings for my graduate research! Although I caught fewer 
birds than last year at Little Talbot Island State Park (40 birds, down 

from 70 in 2019), it was still a successful season! I recovered 3 tracking tags 
from last year, which will give us information about where these declining 
songbirds spent last winter. Two of these tags were on females, which will give 
us the first tracking information from female painted buntings ever! Thank 
you so much to the North Florida Land Trust for hosting me, and to Little 
Talbot Island State Park for providing access to banding sites! Andrew Sharp, 
Graduate Student, Utah State University!

RESEARCH AT TALBOT HOUSES: 
PAINTED BUNTINGS
By: Andrew Sharp, Master’s Student, Utah State University

BIG PINE

Longleaf pine was once one of the most ecologically 
important tree species in the southern United 
States. Before European settlement, Longleaf pine 

forests and woodlands dominated the southern United 
States landscape, spanning an estimated 92 million acres 
across the Coastal Plain. Today only a fraction (< 3%) of 
these ecosystems remain. Old growth longleaf pine (150+ 
years in age) is exceedingly rare with an estimated 12,000 
acres remaining. And we now have the opportunity to 
save one of the largest unprotected old growth longleaf 
pine forests in the Southeastern U.S.

This nearly 500-acre privately-owned property is 
an inholding of the Ocala National Forest in Marion 
County, on the north shore of Lake Kerr near Salt 

Springs. Permanent protection of this property will 
provide much-needed habitat for several federally 
imperiled species, offer significant water quality benefits, 
preclude threats of residential development, and buffer the 
historic the ghost town of Kerr City. 

NFLT is currently fundraising for the protection 
of this incredibly rare and valuable property. We 
are issuing a call to action about the importance of 
protecting this rare and unique property. 

If you’d like to learn more about this project, 
please contact Megan Mangiaracino at 
mmangiaracino@nflt.org or 904.559.4157.  

By: Megan Mangiaracino

TEAM SPOTLIGHT

Alexa is joining the North Florida Land 
Trust as the Stewardship Intern for Fall 
2020. She is responsible for developing 
virtual outreach programs as well as 
monitoring and maintaining Bogey 
Creek Nature Preserve.

Alexa graduated from the Univer-
sity of Tampa with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Marine Science and Biology with 
minors in Environmental Science and 

Mathematics. She went on to pursue her 
Master of Science degree in Aquatic En-
vironmental Science from Florida State 
University, where her graduate research 
focused on the health and diet of juve-
nile green sea turtles in the Bahamas. 
Through other past positions, she has 
gained ample experience planning and 
leading environmental education and 
outreach programs.

Kimberly Tillman joined NFLT in 2020 as 
the O2O Partnership Coordinator. Kim-
berly is a wildlife biologist with 15 years 
of experience in natural resource manage-
ment, conservation and education. 

Kimberly was a Land Management 
Specialist with the St. Johns River 
Water Management District where she 
specialized in habitat management 
and population recovery of threat-
ened and endangered species like the 
red-cockaded woodpecker and Florida 
scrub-jay. As a private contractor she 
has collaborated with federal and 
state agencies and private landowners 
focusing on land conservation, habitat 

management, population management 
for listed species, and educational 
program development. 

Most recently, Kimberly worked 
with the Florida Museum of Natu-
ral History in Gainesville Florida to 
develop a program that brings but-
terfly gardens to Florida schools and 
promotes outdoor learning. Kimberly 
has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology. She 
is a certified prescribed burn man-
ager as well as an authorized gopher 
tortoise agent and trained bander for 
red-cockaded woodpeckers and Flori-
da scrub-jays.

Savannah Penney joined NFLT as the 
Stewardship Technician for Summer 2020. 
She manages the Team Terrapin program, 
which involves terrapin nest monitoring
Savannah graduated from the Universi-
ty of Central Missouri with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Animal Biology as well a mi-
nor in Anthropology. During this time 
she led a student research team in a 

study of the local park, participated 
in a study of the museums of Lon-
don, and also collaborated in group 
research of the fish biodiversity of 
coral reefs in San Pedro, Belize. After 
graduation she worked at the Kansas 
City Zoo as a seasonal zookeeper and 
education instructor.

ALEXA 
STEWARDSHIP INTERN

KIMBERLY TILLMAN 
O2O PARTNERSHIP COORDINATOR

SAVANNAH PENNEY 
STEWARDSHIP TECHNICIAN

Photo by: Douglas J. Eng



Despite the challenges that come with volunteering during a pandemic, Team Terrapin has continued to be a success 
in its fifth season. Four hundred diamondback terrapin nests have been found so far this year, thanks to the hard 
work of our loyal volunteers and stewardship technician. We appreciate all of you for the extra effort you have given 
to continue to protect this important nesting population, while keeping our team safe! While we are not accepting 
new volunteers for Team Terrapin at this time, we are hopeful to be able to welcome new members to the team for 
the 2021 season. 

For any questions, contact our Stewardship Manager, Emily Dunn (edunn@nflt.org) 
for more information.

TEAM TERRAPIN UPDATE 

PH OTO BY  ALLISON  C OLOG N E
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